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SUBJECT: 62D ECOSOC-NARCOTICS, ITEM 13 

1 . SUMMARY. ON MAY 2 THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE BEGAN ITS 
CONSIDERATION OE NARCOTIC DRUGS, AND HEARD STATEMENTS 
FROM CANADA, ARGENTINA, MEXICO, MALAYSIA, TURKEY, NEW 
ZEALAND, NORWAY, ERG, BULGARIA, AUSTRIA, UK AND US. 

MOST SPEAKERS POINTED TO OVER-PRODUCTION OP OPIATES AS 
THE HEART OP THE INTERNATIONAL DRUG PROBLEM, AND CALLED 
FOR STRINGENT MEASURES TO RESTRICT POPPY CULTIVATION. 

THREE DELEGATIONS, MEXICO, CANADA, AND TURKEY, CRITICIZED 
POSSIBLE US CULTIVATION OF PAPAVER BRACTEATUM AS HAVING 
SERIOUS INTERNATIONAL CONSEQUENCES,AND OPINED THAT SUCH 
CULTIVATION WOULD BE INCONSISTENT WITH PAST US INITIATIVES 
AND POSITIONS IN THE FIELD OP NARCOTIC DRUGS. MOST OF 

THE STATEMENTS EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR THE RESOLUTIONS OP 
THE COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS, AND MANY ALSO WELCOMED 
CANADIAN-SPONSORED DRAFT RESOLUTION L.729. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE CANADIAN DELEGATE OPENED DEBATE ON ITEM 13 BY 
EMPHASIZING HIS COUNTRY'S SUPPORT FOR THE RESOLUTIONS 
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OF THE COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS (CND). HE CRITIZED 
THE FACT THAT THE ACABQ HAD FAILED TO PASS A NEW BUDGET 
FOR UN EFFORTS IN THE FIELD OF NARCOTIC DRUGS AND IN- 
SISTED THAT THE CPC AND ACABQ TAKE THE "APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES" TO CARRY OUT UN OBLIGATIONS IN THAT FIELD. 

THE DELEGATE IDENTIFIED THE PROBLEM OF OVERSUPPLY OF 
OPIATES AS AN ISSUE OF "IMMEDIATE CONCERN," BUT ALSO 
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ACKNOWLEDGED THE NEED TO FIND REPLACEMENTS FOR THE POPPY 
CROP.HE CALLED ATTENTION TO US CONSIDERATION OF 
PAPAVER BRACTEATUM CULTIVATION AND WARNED THAT IT WOULD 
CONSTITUTE A "BAD EXAMPLE" TO THE REST OF THE WORLD. 

THE DELEGATE INTRODUCED DRAFT RESOLUTION L. 729 WHICH HE 
SAID WOULD ENCOURAGE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION ON THE CUL- 
TIVATION ISSUE. 

3. THE MEXICAN DELEGATE DELIVERED A LENGTHY STATEMENT 
IN WHICH HE EMPHASIZED THE REDUCTION OF BOTH ILLICIT 
DEMAND AND OVER-SUPPLY WERE CRUCIAL TO ANY SOLUTION OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL DRUG PROBLEM. THE DELEGATE URGED THAT 
THE UN HELP DEVELOPING COUNTRIES FIND ALTERNATIVE CROPS 
SO THAT THEY CAN FULFILL THEIR TREATY OBLIGATIONS IN THE 
DRUG FIELD. HE EXPRESSED "DEEP CONCERN" THAT A COUNTRY 
SUCH AS THE US WHICH HAS TRIED TO FIND FORMULAS TO LIMIT 
SUPPLY, IS CONSIDERING "CHANGING ITS IMAGE AND NOT TAKING 
RESOLUTIONS OF THE COMMISSION INTO ACCOUNT." THE 
MEXICAN INTERVENTION ALSO GAVE STRONG SUPPORT FOR DRAFT 
RESOLUTION I, ILHI AND IV OF THE COMMISSION ON 

NARCOTIC DRUGS. 

4. THE DELEGATES OE TURKEY REEERRED TO A "CAREFUL 
BALANCE" BETWEEN INTERNATIONAL SUPPLY AND DEMAND FOR 
LEGITIMATE OPIATES, AND OPINED THAT US CULTIVATION OF 
PAPAVER BRACTEATUM WOULD CAUSE A "WORLD-WIDE OVER- 
SUPPLY" AND WOULD HAVE "FAR-REACHING" EFEECT ON ILLICIT 
DRUG TRAFFIC. THE DELEGATE MENTIONED ALLEGED "CLANDES- 
TINE LABS IN THE US" WHICH COULD EASILY CONVERT PAPAVER 
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BRACTEATUM INTO A DANGEROUS SUBSTANCE. HE SAID THAT 

PAPAVER BRACTEATUM CULTIVATION WOULD "SERIOUSLY UNDER- 
MINE THE US IMAGE IN THE DRUG CONTROL FIELD," AND ASKED 
HOW OTHER COUNTRIES COULD CONVINCE THEIR CITIZENS TO 
REDUCE POPPY CULTIVATION WHEN A WEALTHY COUNTRY BEGINS 
CULTIVATION FOR "PURELY COMMERCIAL REASONS". 

5. THE DELEGATES OF THE FRG, AUSTRIA, ARGENTINA,BULGARIA, 
MALAYSIA, NORWAY, NEW ZEALAND, AND UK ALSO ADDRESSED THIS 
ITEM. ALL SUPPORTED THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON 
NARCOTIC DRUGS AND MOST GAVE THEIR INITIAL APPROVAL TO 
DRAET RESOLUTION L.729. 

6. THE FRG STRESSED THE NEED FOR CONTINUED BILATERAL AND 
MULTILATERAL EFFORTS TO HALT ILLICIT DRUG TRAFFIC. HE 
EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN OVER THE CANADIAN DRAFT RESOLUTION 
AND SAID THAT HIS DELEGATION WOULD HAVE PREFERRED A MORE 
GENERAL APPROACH TO THE OVERPRODUCTION ISSUE. THE NOR- 
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WEGIAN DELEGATE SAID THAT THE ONLY LASTING SOLUTION TO 
THE INTERNATIONAL DRUG PROBLEM WAS REDUCTION IN SUPPLY 
AND URGED THAT ALL EFFORTS BE FOCUSSED ON THAT GOAL. 

HE CALLED FOR A HALT IN POPPY CULTIVATION BUT STRESSED 
THAT FARMERS MUST BE SUPPLIED WITH ALTERNATIVE CROPS. 

HE SUGGESTED THAT PROJECTS TO FIND SUITABLE ALTERNATIVES 
BE APPROACHED FROM THE STANDPOINT OF INTERNATIONAL DE- 
VELOPMENT PROGRAMS AND FOCUS ON SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEM. THE DELEGATE OF NEW ZEALAND 
ALSO SUPPORTED AN INTEGRATED APPROACH TO THE ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS SUGGERED BY FARMERS PREVIOSULY DE- 
PENDENT ON THE POPPY CROP. HE APPLAUDED RESOLUTION 
L.729 AND WARNED THAT ANY INITIATIVE TO INCREASE CUL- 
TIVATION WOULD HAVE "SERIOUS INTERNATIONAL IMPLICATIONS". 
THE MALAYSIAN DELEGATE EMPHASIZED THE GRAVITY OF THE 
DRUG PROBLEM IN HER COUNTRY AND UNDERLINED ANTI-SMUGGLING 
EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN TO ISOLATE THE "GOLDEN TRIANGLE". 
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THE REPRESENTATIVE OF BULGARIA CHARACTERIZED DRUG ABUSE 
AS A SOCIAL PROBLEM FROM WHICH HIS COUNTRY DID NOT SUFFER, 
BUT PLEDGED BULGARIA'S SUPPORT FOR ANTI-TRAFFICKING 
MEASURES. 

LEONARD 
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